Introduced by Council Members Anderson and Schellenberg and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Hazouri, Boyer, Crescimbeni, Gulliford, Pittman, R. Gaffney, Becton and Morgan:
RESOLUTION 2019-221
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE JACKSONVILLE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA ON THE WORLD PREMIER OF A COMMISSIONED PIECE BY THE SYMPHONY’S COMPOSER-IN-RESIDENCE COURTNEY BRYAN; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, New Orleans native Courtney Bryan joined the Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra artistic team for the 2018-19 season as the symphony’s Mary Carr Patton Composer-in-Residence after a nationwide search for a young, exciting composer to help broaden the orchestra’s outreach to the community; and


WHEREAS, Ms. Bryan, who earned her bachelor’s degree in music from Oberlin Conservatory, a master’s from Rutgers University and a doctorate from Columbia University is “a pianist and composer of panoramic interests” according to the New York Times whose music is in conversation with various musical genres, including jazz and other types of experimental music, as well as traditional gospel, spirituals and hymns; and


WHEREAS, Dr. Bryan’s residency began in April 2018 and has included performances of her music around the city and a mentoring role in educational and community engagement programs throughout the 2018-2019 season, culminating in a concert featuring the premiere of a piece commissioned by the Jacksonville Symphony; and

WHEREAS, Courtney Bryan’s commissioned composition “Bridges”, a piece that incorporates many references to the long history of Northeast Florida, the St. Johns River, and the interconnection of different parts of the city as exemplified by its many bridges, received its world premiere by the JSO on its Masterworks program on April 5th and 6th at Jacoby Symphony Hall to great acclaim; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to extend its congratulations to Dr. Bryan and the Jacksonville Symphony on their wonderful collaboration and the production of a new piece of Jacksonville-specific orchestral music; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra and its Mary Carr Patton Composer-in-Residence Dr. Courtney Bryan on their outstanding collaboration to extend an appreciation for the beauty and excitement of classical music throughout the community and on the production of a wonderful new Jacksonville-specific work, “Bridges”. The Northeast Florida region is hugely enriched by the Jacksonville Symphony and its collaboration with Dr. Bryan.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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